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During the Crusades, several Christian Crusader states were established in the Holy Land. These Crusader states did not have the resources or manpower to effectively defend themselves against the much stronger Muslim powers in the region. They needed constant reinforcement from the European powers, but these powers were too far away to effectively respond to crises in the Crusader states. To solve this problem several military religious orders arose, recruiting men and gathering supplies in Europe to send to the Holy Land to secure the Crusader states.
	However, the Crusades did not just affect the Holy Land. Crusades were launched against Muslims in Spain, pagans in the Baltic, and Orthodox Christians in Russia as well. Perhaps the most important entity in the Crusades in northern Europe were the Teutonic Knights. This military religious order was so important in these Crusades that afterwards large areas of Prussia and Livonia were directly ruled by the Teutonic Knights, free from any subservience to secular rulers unlike their brethren in the Holy Land.
	This raises the question of why the Teutonic Knights were so much more important in the Northern Crusades than other military religious orders were in the Crusades to the Holy Land when the reason for the emergence of these orders seemingly did not apply when the target of the Crusades was on the doorstep of Christian powers such as Poland, Denmark, and the Holy Roman Empire? The proposed paper will address this question.
	To address this question will require an examination of the general history of the Teutonic Knights and the Northern Crusades for which William Urban’s The Teutonic Knights: A Military History, Alexander Pluskowski’s The Teutonic Knights: The Rise and Fall of a Religious Corporation, and Eric Christiansen’s The Northern Crusades are excellent sources. In addition, to understand the structures and organization of the military religious orders as well as their role in the Crusades, Alan Forey’s The Military Orders: From the Twelfth to the Early Fourteenth Centuries and Zsolt Hunyadi and Jozsef Laslovszky’s The Crusades and the Military Orders: Expanding the frontiers of Medieval Latin Christianity have proven to be immensely helpful. To understand the relations between the regions targeted by the Northern Crusades and neighboring powers, both before and after their conquest by the Teutonic Knights, a deeper knowledge of the internal politics and histories of these powers is required, and so Janet Martin’s Medieval Russia: 980-1584 and W. F. Reddaway, J. H. Penson, O. Halecki, and R. Dyboski’s The Cambridge History of Poland: From the Origins to Sobieski (to 1696) are invaluable sources. The papacy can also be considered among these powers and so Anti Selart’s Popes and Livonia in the First Half of the Thirteenth Century: Means and Chances to Shape the Periphery is also useful to answering this question. Finally, to understand the changing attitudes in Europe towards crusading at the time of the Northern Crusades and the increasingly secular purpose that they served James M. Powell’s Church and Crusade: Frederick II and Louis IX is a very useful source.
	The most important primary sources from this time period are chronicles, of which Nikolaus von Jeroschin’s Chronicle of Prussia, the Chronicle of Henry of Livonia, the Livonian Rhymed Chronicle, and the Chronicle of Novgorod have proven to be the most relevant. In addition to this, various letters to and from the Teutonic Knights as well as their own records give a more detailed look at their organization and activities.
	This paper will synthesize all of this information to produce an examination of the various reasons for the prominence of the Teutonic Knights in the Northern Crusades compared to the military religious orders in the Crusades to the Holy Land. Examining why the neighboring powers such as Poland did not simply conquer the regions targeted by these Crusades themselves as well as why the Teutonic Knights were able to retain control of these regions after the Crusades and did not have to cede control to secular powers like the military religious orders in the Holy Land.
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